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Thermophylic Bacteria in Thermal Water
Application of Bacteriological Test for Prospecting of Geothermal Area
By
Yutaka Wada and Kenichi Fukuhara
(Odawara Health Center)

The distribution of thermophylic bacteria in surface water (river, sewage, industrial
sewage, and public bath) , ground water, and therinal water (hot spring) has been studied
by means of plate culture with agar medium at 37°C, 45°C, and 60°C respectively.
Thermophylic bacteria are contained preferably in hot spring and ground water in the
geothermal area, and may well be a excellent indicator of the geothermal activity in the
depths.

The bacteriological test is carricd out in the mineral water as well as ground water
of the Tanzawa mountains. It is suggested that weak geothermal activity is now taken

place in the shallow depths of Nakagawa spa.
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