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Hydrogen Sulfide Toxic Accident in Owaku-Dani Solfataric Area, Hakone Volcano (II)
by

Yasue OK1, Tomio HIRANO and Shigeo ODAKA

Hot Spring Research Institute of Kanagawa Prefecture

Hakone, Kanagawa

(Abstract)

Three workers suffered from hydrogen sulfide toxicosis in and near a big hole for the foundation
of a pillar of a building in Owaku-dani solfataric area on 12 of October, 1972. The building site occupies
the western border of the solfataric area.

Geochemical observations were made to ascertain the origin and mechanism of gas emission.
No discharge of hydrogen sulfide has been observed in this site after the accident. Two short drillings
were made to detect the presence of hydrogen sulfide in the shallow depth. However, no hydrogen sulfide
was observed in the bore-holes. It is concluded that hydrogen sulfide gas accumulated out of liquid
phase and reserved in porous rocks was discharged by removing of surface rocks and digging of a

big hole.
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