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Hakone, Kanagawa

(Abstract)

In the Yugawara geothermal area, calcium carbonate precipitates on the wall of air pipes and delivery
pipes. The calcium carbonate deposits are mostly aragonite. Calcite is very rare. The crystal forms of
aragonite observated by SEM are classified into two groups, prismatic and acicular shape along c axis,
respectively. Orthogonal diameter (c axis) of the crystals range from 1 to 50 um. The acicular crystals
(1-5 pm) predominate at shallow depth. The prismatic crystals (5—50 um) predominate at deep place.
The crystal sizes tend to increase at lower temperature of thermal waters less than 80°C and also increase

at deeper place more than 100m deep.
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